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The goal(s) of a talk

I To impress people?

I To interest people?

I To interact with people?

I To structure your own thoughts?
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The goal(s) of a talk

To get your key messages across:

I Who did this work?

I Why did you do this work?

I What did you do in this paper?

I How did you obtain the main results?

I Share the excitement with the audience!

“That (funny/cute/ugly/nervous) guy from China did an

interesting and non-trivial work on xxx. I am gonna read his

paper.”
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The most important things

I Understand your own work

I Know your audience

I Structure your talk

I Keep it ‘simple’

I Do not read or recite

I Be in time

I Ask questions to yourself

I Rehearsal!
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More detailed advice

I Make four slides for the Wh- and How questions and then

extend them.

I The first/last few minutes are golden.

I Prepare to finish your talk at any moment within 1 min.

I Repetition: Tell them what you are going to tell them; Tell

them; Tell them what you just told them.

I Look at the audience especially the chairperson.

I Connect to previous talks and the work by the audience.

I Brave enough to say ‘I don’t know’.

I You know your own work best thus be confident!
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How to learn?

Attend and give many bad talks!

A classic reference:

Ian Parberry. How to Present a Paper in Theoretical Computer

Science: A Speaker’s Guide for Students
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