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On the Essence of Generic Sentence and Concept
ZHOU Bei-hai

( Departrrent o Philosophy , Peking University , Bejing 100871, China)

Abstract : Generic sentences appear to have universa quantifications. They , nevertheless, tolerate exceptions. This
is the main feature of generics and a9 the mog puzzing problem to be lved in the researches about them. This
feature indicates that generics express omething involving intendonality. Based on intendona semantics, this paper
uses a formal method to reved that generic sentences express the intensons of concepts, and shows that what
generics are about. Thus, ome puzzing phenomena around generics are explained with satigaction. This discovery
relies on severa assunptions: Qoncepts are functions mepping from a set of possble worlds to the power st of a set
o intendons; the intendon of a concept isthe set of al generic consequences derived from the sense of the term that
expreses the concept ; etc. However , these assunyptions are ot in acoord with the traditiona views. To make the
results presented here nore conclusve, the fundamenta properties from the bottom line of the concepts are
discussed and andyzed. They are summarized to be seven basic properties of concepts. The postions proposed in
thispaper are argued for and erforced by exploring the relation between concept and language, as well as the
relaion between concept and knowledge. These arguments cons s of a new theory of concept.

Key words: generic sentence; concept ; intendon; snse



